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Gandhiji did not intend the movement to create an appre-
ciable impression upon the war effort. The movement was a
moral endeavour to dissociate India from the war effort to
v/hich she was never invited to be a party and a token o:" the
yearning of the Congress to achieve the freedom of the country
through non-violent effort.121 The excellence of the technique
lay in the fact that the masses could participate in the nove-
ment and yet the risks of violence were minimized even r.t a
time when feelings ran high.

As Gandhiji's life shows civil resistance can be kept a; the
highest level of non-violence if it is confined to "one person only
and that one being the most versed in the science". This is why
in 1934 Gandhiji suspended civil resistance for Congressmen,
confining it to himself. This, he thought, would reduce the
possibility of the decay of the civil disobedience movement to
the minimum and make the movement stronger than before
and capable of being easily handled both by the people and the
Government.121 Gandhiji's cDo or Die' experiments in Xocikhali,
Calcutta and Delhi are also instances of how non-violence
becomes very effective when restricted to one satyagrahi who
is 'the most versed in the science'.

Hijrat, which means voluntary exile, is another form of
collective as well as individual satyagraha. The emigration of
the Plebeians to secure rights from the Patricians of Rome, the
planned flight of the Israelites, Muhammad's flight from Mecca
to Madina, the emigration of Puritan Fathers from England and
of Doukhobors from Russia are some historic instances of hijrat9
though all these are not cases of non-violent kijrat. People of
Bardoli, Borsad and Jambusar in Gujarat employed the tech-
nique of mass hijrat in 1930 as a protest against the inhuman
oppression of the Government directed against the nc-tax
campaign. These peasant satyagrahis migrated frcm the

the satyagrahis as a gesture of peace. Some observers suggest that rewards
the close of the year 1941 discontent grew among some sections of the
Congress. These stood for a more active opposition to the British Govern-
ment. There had also been on the part of some released satyagrahis reluc-
tance to court rearrest. Besides, the Japanese reached very near India's
borders and the Congress became preoccupied with the problems cf self-
sufficiency and self-defence. So the movement was not revived.
121 Conversations, p. 97.